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(54) MULTI-BEAM OPTICAL SCANNER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED; To provide a mutli-beam * 
optical scanner having a means for detecting the 
deviations of scanning timing of scanning beams on a 
face to be scanned and a means for correcting the 
deviation. 

SOLUTION: The multi-beam optical scanner is provided 
with a synchronizing signal detecting means 9 for 
detecting the deviations of scanning timing of plural 
optical beams 51 to 54 for scanning a face 8 to be 
scanned, and the means 9 consists of an aperture, which 
is thinner than the diameter of an optical beam spot in a 
main scanning direction and long in a sub-scanning 
direction and a photodetection element for detecting an 
optical beam passed through the aperture and detects 
the deviations of scanning timing or respective optical 
beams by successively combining one (reference optical 
beam) of plural optical beams 51 to 54 and the other one 
and finding out time required for the passage of the 
combined optical beam through the photodetecting 
element. Thus the deviations of scanning timing is adjusted by moving light sources 1 1 to 14 by 
an adjusting means in accordance with the detected deviations. 
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